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PREFACE

The British Tarantula Society was founded in 1983 to promote the study and captive welfare of spiders in the family Theraphosidae, commonly called tarantulas or bird-eating spiders. These large spiders are popular as exotic pets and the society has always attracted a mix of the hobbyist/pet keeper and those interested in the scientific study of these spiders. It is my opinion that these are not mutually exclusive interests.

The British Tarantula Society has, since 1986, produced a regular journal, though to date no single list of the contributions to this journal has been produced. This present work is a compilation of the contents of each journal through volumes 1 to 10.

Points to note are that initially the journal was in an A4, unbound format, moving to its present A5, bound format in 1987 (Volume 2). The journal has always comprised four parts to each volume. Volume 1 was paginated as a single volume, pagination for each part was then separate up until Volume 9, but Volume 10 was paginated as a single volume.

In compiling this list I have used my discretion to try to include only articles and similar substantial contributions. To this extent I have excluded letters, though I must note that some letters have contained significant observations and discussions of articles in the journal. However, it would have been arbitrary and judgmental to only partially list individual letters. I have also excluded official notices of local group meetings and forthcoming events and have generally excluded short book reviews or similar comments. I hope this approach has produced a more concise contents list and my apologies to anyone whose contribution I have not included, and who feels left out. I have made no attempt to ‘edit’ titles of articles with respect to style, grammar or correct use of common tarantula names, but have simply given the original title as published. For the sake of consistency I have put all titles into lower case and italicised all latin names.

My aim in producing this contents list was to provide a useful source of reference to previous publications and information on tarantulas, as well as representing a brief history of the growth and development of the society. Finally I must thank Ann Webb for her encouragement and for providing information on the earlier journals.

Journal of the British Tarantula Society: Volume 1, No. 1, 1986

Andrew M. Smith

Red-legged tarantulas. 


1—3
Allen W. Mckee


Red-knee rivals.




3—4
Ann Webb


Spider phobia.




4—5
Vince Hull-Williams

Nephila in the corner.



6—8
Vince Hull-Williams

Hair today- gone tomorrow.


9
Vince Hull-Williams

To handle or not to handle.


9—10
Michael Clark


The Haitian tarantula.



11—13
Mike Byron


A personal account of moulting.


14
Allen W. McKee


Moulting misfortunes.



15—16
Audrey Greenleaf

Breeding mealworms.



16
Allen W. Mckee


Captive breeding the tiger.


17—18
Allen W. Mckee


Feeding for fertility.



18—19
Allen W. Mckee


Curly the gentle giant.



19—20
Allen W. Mckee


Life under the trapdoor.



21
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Andrew M. Smith


Species file- A. seemanni.

22—26
Vince Hull-Williams

Sink or swim.




27—29
Vince Hull-Williams

Breeding observations- A. seemanni.

29—30
Allen W. McKee


Fertile flame knee.



30—32
Allen W. McKee


Captive breeding- idealism or reality.

32—34
Ralph Fitchett


What’s in a name?



34—35
Judith Layzell


Moulting of Xenthis monstrosa.


36
Judith Layzell


Unsuccessful moult of A. seemanni.

36—37
Paul Cooke


Tarantulas- instead of- fish?


37
Paul Cooke


Textbook moult.




37—38
Mike Byron


Fears and phobias.



39—40
Peter Baily


A. B. C. (Another breeding chapter).

40—41
Nick Ashley


The Mexican blonde.



41
Ann Webb


Animal man (John Nichol).


41—43
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Andrew M. Smith

Species file- T. leblondi.


44—48
Allen W. Mckee


Captive breeding and common names.

48—53

Mike Byron


Urticating hairs.




53—55
Ann Webb


Spider horror stories. 



56
Roy Dunn


Inexperienced male. 



57
Paul Carpenter


Do-it-yourself tanks. 



58
Paul Carpenter


Variety- the spice of life.



59
Judith Layzell


Tarantula collecting in Costa Rica.

59—60
Frank Webb


A Pamphobeteus by any other name.

61
Vince Hull-Williams

How to identify a scorpion.


62—65
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Andrew M. Smith

Species file- C. validus.



67—71
Allen W. McKee


Thoughts to ponder.



72—75
Ralph Fitchett


The trade.




75—76
Richard Warren


Rearing spiderlings.



76
Roy Dunn


Who said spiderlings are unimpressive.

77—78
Rick West


Ceratogyrus.




79—80
Ann Webb


Vermiculite.




80
Allen W. Mckee


Emilia exploitation.



81—83
Vince Hull-Williams

A sting in the tail.



83—85
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Steven Halfpenny

Male theraphosids.



1—3
Gary Bradley


How to set up home for your spider.

5
Daniel Scott &


A tarantula keeper’s diary.


5—7
Inge Scott

Andrew M. Smith

Species file- B. mesomelas.


7—12
Allen W. Mckee


Tarantula genetics.



12—13
Allen W. McKee


Bookshelf reading.



13—14
Ralph Fitchett


The trade.




14—15
Roy Dunn


How long?




15—16
Vince Hull-Williams

Notes on trapdoor spiders.


16—18
Vince Hull-Williams

B. mesomelas.




18—20
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Andrew M. Smith


Field collecting in Morocco.


1—4
Allan W. Mckee


Type specimens.




5—6
Bob Pickles


Escapees.




6—7
Ralph Fitchett


The trade.




7—8
Gary Bradley


Attention all readers.



8—9
Kathleen Hancock

Spiderling apartments.



9—10
Brian Lowe


Painted tarantula?



10
Kate Lowe


Cricket - or crickets?



11
Vince Hull-Williams

Some notes on the scorpion, Buthus occitanus,
12—15




collected in Morocco, April 1987, by Vince





Hull-Williams and Andrew Smith.

Jim Gomershall


The Costa Rican experience (part 1).

15—18
Nick Cousins


Scientific names and the trade.


18
Nick Cousins


The Amateur Entomologists Society.

18—19
Roy Dunn


The moulting game.



19—20
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Jason Woods


New member - new spider. 



1
Gary Bradley


More inane drivel from “Mr. Average”.

1—2
Chris Willers


It’s in the bag - honestly...



2—3
Roy Dunn


Technical or not?




3—4
Frank Webb


Spider tracking - down south.


4

Jim Gomershall


The Costa Rican experience (part 2). 

5—6

Bob Pickles


Mistaken identity.



7
Andrew M. Smith


Notes on field collecting in Morocco.

8—11

Jeffery H. Black


Tarantula toads.




12
W. Frank Blair


A note on the ecology of Microhyla olivacea.
12—13
Ann Webb


The B. T. S. show Chessington, 7th June, 1987.
13—14

Vince Hull-Williams

Notes on the scorpion - Scorpio maurus legionis,






collected in Morocco, North Africa, 1987.

14—17
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Brian Lowe


Smoking and tarantulas.



2

Paul Carpenter


I used my rubbish to house my spiderlings! Are

they using theirs to catch their next meal?

3

Brian Lowe


British spiders.




3
Vince Hull-Williams

Dessication of spiderlings - how to avoid it.

4—5

Gary Bradley


The Hertfordshire hermit spider.


5—6

Andrew Reast


The Wigan insect show - a personal account.
7

Bob Pickles


A spoonful of sugar, and other such tails.

7—8

Andrew M. Smith


Species file- Phormictopus cancerides (Latreile

1806).





8—13

James Wright


When eight legs shake hands with you.

14—15

Ralph Fitchett


The trade.




15

Mike Bevington


Some observations on spiderlings.


16—17

Martin Goss


Metriopelma zebrata or not Metrioplema zebrata​-

that is the question.



17

Carol Toulson


Don’t panic! or does Mark need clean pants?
18

Judith Layzell


Trying to mate Psalmopoeus cambridgei.

19

John Little


Moulting tarantulas for the beginner.

20

Bill Graham


A plea for more information: let’s put pen to paper

and write about tarantulas.



20—21

Roy Dunn


Spiderling mortality.



21

Grahame McMenemy

The winner.




21—22

David Nortan


Tarantula keeping and the highway code.

22—23
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John Little


Amusing moments from school visits.

2

Nick Cousins


Arachnid bites, stings and venoms.


3—4

Mike Bevington


Feeding observations of the Melopoeus minax.
4—5

Paul Pates


The great escape.




5

James Wright


Observations on keeping tarantula pets.

6—9

Andrew M. Smith


Species file- Melopoeus albostriatus (Simon

1886).





10—15

Paul Carpenter


Slide library.




15

Frank Webb


“Sweet” success?



16

Ralph Fitchett


Field guide review. 1. Bolivian steely-blue legged

bird eater (Pamphobeteus antinous). 2. Campina

Grande salmon pink bird eater (Lasiodora

parahybana).




16—17

Nick Cousins


Keeping scorpions.



17—18

Jeffery H. Black


Curly hair -v- Kingsnake.



18—19

Derek A. D. Harvey

The unalterable spider: ostensibly a paradox in

evolution.




19—20

Gary Bradley 


The day Fitchett went white/more from Mr





Average.




20—21
Bill Gunn


Breeding the Malaysian black scorpion.

21
Roy Dunn


Moulting for the elderly.



22
Brian Lowe


The need to inform. 



22
Chris Stewart


Something technical for Mr. Average.
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Andrew M. Smith
A beginners guide to basic methods of theraphosid 

identification.




3—7
Jill Bevington


Suffering mate of an archnologist.


7
Ralph Fitchett


Field guide review. No. 3. Chile rose (or beautiful) 

tarantula (Grammostola cala). No. 4. Common 

Chilean (or Chile rose) Tarantula (Grammostola 

spatulata).




8—9
Joe Ricketts &


They do bite!




10
Judy Coulsey

Mike Bevington


Spiders- their place in modern medicine.

11
Roy Dunn


Observations




12—13
James Wright


Mr. ‘Know-it-all’ knows nothing.


14—15
Brian Lowe


The heating debate.



15
Brian Lowe


Natural habitat.




15
James Wright


Why are there so many kinds of spider?

16—18
Ann Webb


Ugly bug Bill! B. B. C. Children in need.

18
Ann Webb


Granada T. V. - ‘The funny side’.


18
Nick Cousins


Arachnid bouyancy.



19
Mike Bevington


Arachnida ‘87.




20
Jean-Luc Cornet


Overheating tarantulas.



20
Micheal Baxter &

A kind of weird family.



22
Lindy Hannigan

Nick Ashley


The art of escaping.



23
Nick Ashley


Males, males and more males.


23
Gary Bradley


And finally..from Mr. Average.


23
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Ralph Fitchett


Field guide review. No. 5. Colombian black bird 

eaters (Acanthoscurria sp.) (Xenethis sp.).

2—3
Andrew M. Smith &

Spider hunting in Malaysia.


3—5
Vince Hull-Williams

Judith Layzell


The great expedition.



7
Roy Dunn


BTS breeding directory 1988.


8—9
Derek A. D. Harvey

Some notes concerning the origin of the spider 

species.





9—10
Mike Bevington


A moulting Brachypelma albopilosa.

13—14
Billy Graham


“Tell me why you should keep tarantulas?” they 

said, and my reply is:



15
Steve James


Escapees.




15—17
Andrew M. Smith


Expedition news.




17
Kim Loader



Housing a large collection.



17—20
Mark Lynes



Metriopelma morosus- unravelling a synonym.
22
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Andrew M. Smith


Species file- Pterinochilus murinus - Pocock

1897.





4—10
Kathleen Hancock

In search of theraphosids in Morocco.

10—13
Kate Lowe


Triumph or tarantula.



13—14
Nick Cousins


Microtityus.




14—15
Ralph Fitchett


Field guide review. No. 6. Colombian purple bloom

bird eater (Pamphobeteus insignis).


15—16
Vince Hull-Williams

Malaysia continued.



16—19
Mike Byron


Please say ‘No’!




19—20
Nick Cousins


Coremiocnemis validus.



20
David Norton


Observations on breeding the pink toe.

21—23
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Andrew M. Smith


New data on the natural history of the Costa Rican

theraphosid spider Rhecostica seemanni (F. P.

Cambridge 1897).




6—7
Clive Major


Unexplained death.



8
Brian Lowe


The possibility of cross-breeding.


8
Mark Lynes


Nematode parasitism of a theraphosid food source.
9
Don Scowen


An odd discovery.



9
Peter Kirk


A tale of Brachypelma smithi. Part 1.

10—11
Ann Webb


Chessington June 5th 1988.


11—12
Neil Brew


A reply to ‘triumph or tarantulas’.


12
James Wright


The B. T. S. survey 1988.



13—16
Gary Bradley


Mating Brachypelma vagans.


17

John Beaumont


Latin names - how bad are they?


17—18
Kathleen Hancock &

Labidognatha (true spiders) family file.

18—20
John Hancock




George Knight


Is this a record?




21
Andrea Wyatt


Or could this be a record?



21
Mike Bevington


The recurring horror story.



21—22
Ralph Fitchett


Field guide review. No. 7. Costa Rica blue front

(Citharacanthus crinirufus).


22—23
Mark Lynes


Ornithoctonis mites.



23
Richard Copeland

Sophie.





23—25
Judith Layzell


Success at last!




26
Clive Major


Experiments with feeding P. cancerides.

27
Nick Ashley


The pink toed bird eater (Avicularia avicularia).
27—28
Brian Lowe


To laugh or not to laugh?



28
Kim Loader


Data pool.




28
John Little


How not to transport tarantulas by van.

29
John Little


Tarantulas go for a bus ride.


29
Tom Mason


Letter from Canada.



30
Kevin Hawley


The tarantula expert!



30—31
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Mark Lynes


Spiderling sales.




7
Vince Hull-Williams

Solifugids- captive management and identification.
7—9
Ralph Fitchett


Heating and humidity - the problem solved...?
9—10
Roy Dunn


Roy’s report.




10—11
Ralph Fitchett


Field guide review. No. 8 Costa Rican red leg

(Brachypelma - Euathlus - mesomelas).

11
Mike Bevington


Breeding observations - Avicularia metallica.
12
Nick Fensome


More parasite deaths.



13
Vince Hull-Williams

The identification of scorpions.


13—14
Andrew M. Smith


Lyrognathus robustus, a new species of theraphosid

spider from Malaysia.



15—19
Jason Dunlop


Technicalities?




19
John Hancock


The question of mites (continued).


20
Peter Kirk


A tale of Brachypelma smithi - part 2.

20—21
Ann Webb


The African red-knee?



21—22
Paul Carpenter


Breeding your own live food.


22—23
Vince Hull-Williams

Captive management and breeding (Poecilotheria

regalis).





23—25
John Hancock


Johnny helpful page!



26—27

Brian Perolls


Be careful with substrates etc.


27—28
Trevor Crane


Substrates for spiderlings.



28
Mark Lynes


Hybrids.





28—29
James Wright


Video review: “Spiders- come into my parlour”

world of survival series, distributed stylus video.
29—30
John Hancock


Test-tube babies.
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Mark Lynes


Thoughts from up North.



2
Charles Featherstone

Report on ‘JP’ heating cable from Jimi Heat of

Watford.




3—4

Gary Bradley


Lady’s first egg sac.



5
Ralph Fitchett


Field guide review. No. 9 Costa Rican sun tiger

abdomen (Metriopelma zebrata).


5
Paul Carpenter


The house mite.




6
Alan Stillwell


Close up photography of theraphosids.

6—9
Andrew M. Smith


How to use the spermathecae as a taxonomic tool in

theraphosid identification.



10—14

Peter Kirk


Sri Lanka 1988.




14—16
Paul Coyne


Heating cable arrangement.


17
Judith Layzell


Right or wrong?




17
Roy Dunn


Roy’s report.




18
Mike Bevington


The humidity question.



18—19
Peter Kirk


Scodra.





19

Kathleen Hancock

Hybrid:
crossbreed, mongrel, thing composed of

incongrouous or diverse elements.


20
Mark Lynes


Hybridisation- the committe response.

20—21
Mark Lynes


Spiderling sales.




21
James Wright


More about Latin names.



21—22
Andrew Booth


Just for the record.



22
Billy Graham


Huge tarantulariums.



23—24
John Beaumont


Arachnid matters.



24
Kathleen Hancock &

Conservation of rare species of theraphosid.

24
John Hancock

Hester M. Wain


The burrowing spider.



25
Buster Holden &


Spiders and ladders.



25
Ruby Holden

John Hancock


Johnny helpful line.



26
Mike Bevington


Psalmopoeus cambridgei.



26

Kathleen Hancock &

Cull or not to cull? that is the question.

27
John Hancock

Mike Bevington


Jottings.





28
Mike Bevington


Theraphosides - some feeding observations.

28—29
Brian Lowe


Moulting yearly?




29
John Hancock &


Sexing theraphosids.



30
Kathleen Hancock
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Frances Murphy


Desis martensi at A. E. S. exhibition.

6
Jason Dunlop


A question of size.



7
Carlton Hobbs


More observations (Poecilotheria regalis).

8
Ann Webb


The olive brown Trinidad spider.


8—9
Frances Murphy


The British Arachnological Society.


9
Derek A. D. Harvey

The classification of mygalomorph spiders. Part 1:

Introduction, Mecicobothriidae, Microstigmatidae,

Hexathelidae and Dipluridae.


10—14
Dave Hatfield


Spiderlings for the novice.



14
Mark Pointer


A guide to prehistoric chelicerates.


15—19
Kathleen Hancock &

Aggrubs from Egypt.



20—21
John Hancock

Ralph Fitchett


Field guide review. No. 10, The Costa Rican zebra

tarantula (Aphonopelma-Rhecostica-seemanni).
21
Ralph Fitchett


Journal review.




21—22
Dirk Eckardt


Some notes on feeding tarantulas.


23
Mark Lynes


Spidering sales.




23

Kathleen Hancock &

The tarantula.




24—25
John Hancock




Alan Stillwell


A lucky purchase.



25—26

James Wright


Abusung arachnids (with special emphasis on

spiders).





26
Kevin Hawley


The name of the rose.



27—28
John Beaumont


Observations on Zygiella x-notata.


28—29

Kathleen Hancock &

Evolution in a cocoon.



30—31

John Hancock

Journal of the British Tarantula Society: Volume 5, No. 1, 1989

Don Scowen


Equipment report. .V. T. C.



4
Alan Marrow


Mating Brachypelma albopilosa.


4

Katheleen Hancock &

Dolomedes fimbriatus (Clerk 1757).
John Hancock








4—6
Ann Webb


To be or…not to be!!  Grammostola iheringi (The 

Entre Rios tarantula).



6
Steven C. Halfpenny

Constitution contradictions.


6—7
Mark Pointer


A guide to prehistoric chelicerates- Part 2 the

eurypterids.




7—10
Peter Kirk


Some notes on breeding Theraphosa leblondi

(Latrielle 1804).




10—11
John Beaumont


Pardosa nigriceps and Amourobius similis.

11—12
Dirk Eckardt


In the pet trade - confusing, confusing!!

12
Vince Hull- Williams

A brief description of the collection and appearance

of Heterometrus gigantometrus swammerdami

titanicus in Sri Lanka.



12—14
Steven C. Halfpenny

A plea for sex.




14
Paul Carpenter


BTS reserach fund.



14
Judith Layzell


My first bite!




15—16
Andrew M. Smith


Chairman’s report - 1988.



16—17
Ann Webb


Secretary’s report - 1988.



17
Frank Webb


Treasurer’s report - 1988.



17
Jason Dunlop


A thoroughly offensive article!


18—19
Katheleen Hancock &

David and Golinda.



19
John Hancock









Andrew Booth


Temperature.




19—20
Brian Lowe


Warning! Warning! Cotton wool can seriously

damage your spiders health!


20
Dave Hatfield


Cricket breeding containers.


20
Carrie O’Leary


Observations of Pterinochilus murinus.

21
Derek A. D. Harvey

The classification of mygalomorph spiders. Part

2 - Nemesiidae,Theraphosidae and Paratropidae.
21—26
Dirk Eckardt


Rearing the Asian black (Melopoeus minax!

albostriatus).




26—27

Dirk Eckardt


Species report. 1. Lampropelma violacepedes

(Abraham 1924).




27
Dirk Eckardt


Housing toxic Labidognathe spiders. Cupiennius

salei from Panama.



27—28
Andrew Booth


Xenethis monstruosa.



28

Andrew Booth


Moulting difficulties.



28—29

Nick Gilchrist


Yes, I’ll have one of those!


29—30
Alison Buckle


Off to school.




30
Nick Ashley


How to get into your spiders’ good books.

30—31

Journal of the British Tarantula Society: Volume 5, No. 2, 1989
Dirk Eckardt


A fascinating diplurid spider: lschnothele

guyanensis (Panama).



3—4
Roy Dunn


The BTS breeding directory into the 1990’s.

4
Roy Dunn


Spiders in the post.



4—5
Jason Dunlop


What a waist.




5—7
Dirk Eckardt


Mating lschnocolus holosericeus from Spain.
7
John Hancock &


Argiope spiders.




8—9
Kathleen Hancock

Kevin Hawley


Stop press (please!!).



9
Peter Kirk


Psalmopoeus reduncas (Karsch 1880).

10—12
Ann Webb


New books - a review by Ann Webb.

12
Andrew M. Smith


Xenesthis - the debate that never was.

15—18
Mark Pointer 


A guide to prehistoric chelicerates. Part 3 -

scorpions.




18—24

Dirk Eckardt


A giant from Kenya: Citharischius crawshayi

(Pocock 1900).
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Guy Tansley &


The BTS symposium review.


6
Susan Jones

Alan Marrow


BTS breeding directory.



7
Ralph Fitchett


Theraphosid bites.



7—8
Dirk Eckardt


Yellow flame knee tarantula (Ephebopus

murinus).




8—9

Peter Kirk


Psalmopoeus reduncas (Karsch 1880).

9—10
Jason Dunlop


A distinct lack of muscle.



11—12
Judith Layzell


Inbreeding.




12
Frank Webb


Problems with the goliath bird eater (T. leblondi).
13

Guy Tansley


Problems with buying “wild” tarantulas.

13
Andrew M. Smith


A question of colour. Lampropelma violacepedes,

Abraham 1924.




14—18
Dirk Eckardt


Curious mating behaviour in Theraphosa leblondi.
18

Lawrence Hartley

BTS seminar.




18—19
Jim Wright.


Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings.

20—21
Ralph Fitchett


Getting down to earth.



21—22
Dirk Eckardt


A completely new Poecilotheria species?

22—23
Dirk Eckardt


Rearing and breeding the black widow spiders in

captivity.




23—25
Andrew Booth


Spider story.




26—28
Journal of the British Tarantula Society: Volume 5, No. 4, 1990
Carlton Hobbs


Observations of mygalomorph species in the

Trinidad rain forest.



3—4
Dirk Eckardt


Abnormality in the ocular arrangement in a

specimen - Chilobrachys species.


5
Dirk Eckardt


Brachypelma mesomeles - Isn’t it better to call it

Eurypelma m.?




5—6
Dirk Eckardt


Breeding and rearing observations in Polybetes

pitagoricus.




6
Peter Kirk


Spiderling co-ordinator.



7
Peter Kirk


The value of moults?



7—8
Ann Webb


Book review. ‘Notes on Breeding Imperial

scorpions (Pandinus imperator).’


8
B. J. Holden


Tank conversion for under-tank heating.

9
Guy Tansley


Observations of Psalmopoeus cambridgei.

9—10
Barbara Maclure

Divided tanks?




10—11
Mark Pointer


A guide to prehistoric chelicerates. Part 4 - The

Solifugae.




11—13
Dirk Eckardt


Mating Pamphobeteus fortis.


13
Jason Dunlop


A right eyeful.




14—16
Dirk Eckardt


More about the Kinani rusty red tarantula.

16—17
Laurie Smallwood

I must be mad!!!!!




17—18
Brian Lowe


The killer tarantula.



18
Dirk Eckardt


Selencosmia crassipes (Koch 1873).

18—19
Kevin Hawley


Idea for a movie.




19—21

John Little


A memorable school visit.



21
Dirk Eckardt


The true red-knee.



21—23
Dirk Eckardt


Observations on European Pholcus spiders.

23—24
Andrew M. Smith


Theraphosid bites.



25
Andrew M. Smith


A pesticide with a nasty bite.


26
Andrew Booth


Spider story (part II).



26—27
Journal of the British Tarantula Society: Volume 6, No. 1, 1990

Andrew M. Smith


Chairman’s report 1989/90.



3—5
Ann Webb


Secretary’s report 1989/90.



6
Dirk Eckardt


What “horned” do I have?



7
Richard J. N. Copeland
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